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Section 7 - Fire Barriers
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Joint Size Page Nos.

1” -  4” (7.3 - 7.5)

1” -  4” (7.7 - 7.9)

1” -  20” (7.11)

7” and up (7.13)

M
ul

ti
fle

x®
FB

-9
7

Description

A pre-engineered, patented, flexible 
textile fiberglass roll material with a 
fiberglass matte facing, containing 
approximately 30% by weight 
unexpanded vermiculite.

Stainless steel foil drape with block 
insulation affords maximum economy in
material and installation.

"Sandwich" assembly of layers of stain-
less steel foil and insulation contained in
a stainless steel mesh. Standard barrier 
allows up to 50% lateral shear in floor 
applications.

Multiple drape configuration of stainless
foil and insulation utilizing air pockets
for additional insulation performance.
Sliding frame available for 100% lateral
shear applications in floor.
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What to Consider

One of the most confusing aspects of determining the appropriate expansion joint cover is se-
lecting the proper fire barrier when a fire rated joint is required. The right fire barrier to be used
depends on how wide the joint is, how much movement is required, the hourly fire-rating
needed, substrate material and other factors. C/S offers four different fire barriers to satisfy the
vast array of combinations.  While there are general guidelines that we follow in selecting fire
barriers, there are always exceptions to the rules. If you’re unsure of which fire barrier to use, we
encourage you to contact us for recommendations.

General Guidelines

• Fire barrier assemblies are designed to work with a given cover system in order to provide 
any where from a 1-hour to a 4-hour rating.

• It is critical that expansion joint systems incorporate a fire barrier equal in rating to the 
substrate being penetrated by the joint.

• "Standard" barriers are designed for  +/- 50% of the nominal joint width.

• Most "Standard" barriers can accommodate lateral movement of about 25% to 50% of the 
nominal joint width.

• Although wall joint covers will most likely stop at the ceiling, any fire barrier system in the 
wall must continue to the underside of the slab / floor fire barrier above in order to insure 
barrier integrity.

• No fire barrier system can close to 0". The clear space should be unmistakably established 
for the specific system.


